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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application claims priority from PCT application number PCT/DK04/00442, 
filed on 6/23/2004, which claims priority from Danish Patent application number 2003 
00944, filed on 6/24/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Niederdrank, U.S. Patent No. 7,020,296, filed on 3/21/2003, (hereby Niederdrank). 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Niederdrank teaches a binaural hearing aid system 
comprising a first hearing aid (1) and a second hearing aid (1), each of which comprises 
a microphone (10) a processor (11) that is adapted to process the digital input signals in 
accordance with a predetermined selected signal processing algorithm to generate a 
processed output signal, and an output transducer (13) for conversion of the respective 
processed sound signal to an acoustic output signal, and a binaural sound environment 
detector (14) for binaural determination of the sound environment surrounding a user of 
the binaural hearing aid system, comprising a feature extractor for determination of 
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characteristic parameters of the received sound signals (Col. 4, lines 35-37), an 
environment classifier for categorizing the sound environment based on the determined 
characteristic parameters (The signal analysis unit can determine the hearing situation; 
Col. 6, lines 3-8), and a parameter map (17) for the provision of outputs for selection of 
the signal processing algorithm (Col. 4, lines 60-63), wherein each of the parameter 
maps of the first (1) and second hearing aid (2) has an input connected with an output 
of the environment classifier of the first hearing aid and an input connected with an 
output of the environment classifier of the second hearing aid (The data from the sound 
environment detector 14 is sent to the parameter map 17, and the parameter map of the 
opposite hearing aid via link 1 8; Col. 4, lines 51 -53) for provision of outputs for each of 
the first and second hearing aids for selection of the signal processing algorithm of each 
of the respective hearing aid processors so that the hearing aids of the binaural hearing 
aid system perform coordinated sound processing (Col. 5, lines 11-13). 

It is noted that Niederdrank does not teach an A/D converter for provision of a 
digital input signal in response to sound signals received at the respective microphone 
in a sound environment, as well as a D/A converter. However Niederdrank does teach 
that the components can be implemented digitally; Col. 6, lines 1-3. One of ordinary skill 
would have realized such an implementation would require an A/D, as well as a D/A 
converter. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record 
a. US Patent Number 7020296 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan C. Robinson whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3956. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9 
am to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz, can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ryan Robinson 
/Suhan Ni/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



